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eBooks: past, present and future: Towards the Digital Library

Carlos Gimeno, Online Sales Executive Taylor & Francis Books
Print books and new formats

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet was first printed in 1603 and since then millions of books have been made available
to millions of people. The first electronic version of a book was converted in 2000 and was given the name eBook.
Today, T&F’s eBook portfolio includes over 16,000 titles in the areas of the Humanities, Social Sciences and STM.
In the last few years we have increasingly heard about eBooks but...what are they?

Print vs. Online: eBooks key features

Although many definitions have arisen the eBook concept is, in its origins, quite simple. It is basically the twin
brother of the print copy, the difference being you can access it on your computer. With the arrival of new
technologies in the publishing world the concept became better known as well as slightly more complex. eBooks
now benefit from search tools and active referencing which in many ways mirror the functionality of online journals.

There are currently many questions about the usage of eBooks. Who can access them, where, when, how, how much
does it cost, how long can they be accessed for...?

One of the advantages of eBooks is the fact that dependent upon the licence purchased more than one person can
access them simultaneously. They can be used remotely 24 hours a day without library patrons having to visit the
library premises. Moreover, they have led to a renewed life for the monograph since terms and specific information
can be searched for across the full text (not just the book’s catalogue data), allowing readers to find the needle in a
haystack. Incidentally, they also save a huge amount of shelf space and do not get defaced or stolen ....perhaps more
important factors to librarians than some would admit.

Importantly eBooks also offer greater functionality. Users of T&F eBooks may print up to 5% of each eBook or a
whole chapter, whichever is greater (in line with CLA/PLS/UUK licence guidelines). In addition by using their own
username and password when accessing an eBook users are able to highlight and colour code words and paragraphs
to differentiate different aspects of a topic they are studying. They can also bookmark pages and add annotations with
their own notes. These facilities are available to them for 30 days from first accessing the eBook and cannot be
viewed by any other user. In most cases librarians allow users an initial access time of 2 hours and they are able to
implement a reservations system for booking should a book be already in use. In our experience turn-aways are very
rare but this can be checked in the counter compliant statistics T&F provides, and there is always the simple option of
purchasing a second copy of a particular title.

T&F’s pricing is simple and transparent, and offers both subscription and outright perpetual purchase models. Annual
subscriptions are available for 12 consecutive months on a single campus basis with an anytime start and can be made
by choosing either a pre selected subject package or alternatively by choosing to pick and mix titles of your own
choice from the more than 16,000 titles published. For outright purchase eBook prices are based upon the hardback
retail price of the print edition and again you can choose between pick and mix (minimum of 50 titles) or a pre
selected package. The purchase price is simple and clear and is not based upon fte numbers. With the outright
purchase model there is a small maintenance charge involved (e.g. £150/$250) but this is waived each year if there
have been new eBook purchase equal or greater in value to the maintenance charge.



T&F Pre-Selected eBook Collections

We have 30 key eCollections, available for outright purchase or annual subscription, which will enhance the user-
experience of any library and complement the rest of our online publishing programme.

Marc records are provided free of charge and once in your library catalogue, the eCollections are accessible online
from anywhere with web access by IP addresses or username/password. Outright purchases provide access for a
single user at a time, annual subscriptions provide for up to 5 simultaneous users to each title.

If you would like a free 90 day trial to assess the benefits of eBooks for yourself, and your community, then please do
not hesitate to contact me: Carlos.Gimeno@informa.com

Archaeology — 162 Politics, International Economics, Finance,
titles Relations, Military and Business and Industry —
Subscription: Strategic Studies — 1128 titles 1273 titles
£1,620/$3,078 Subscription: £11,280/$21,432 Subscription:
Outright: Outright: £12,730/$24,187
£11,669.18/$21,074.45 | £82,997.70/$149,109.42 Outright:
£107,918.24/$194,222.39
Classical Studies — 293 | Sociology — 745 titles Engineering — 1138
titles Subscription: £7,450/$14,155 titles
Subscription: Outright: £52,073.66/$92,523.13 | Subscription:
£2,930/$5,567 £11,380/$21,622
Outright: Outright:
£17,607.87/$31,854.26 £119,926.73/$214,861.83
Cultural Studies — 203 | Language and Literature — Mathematics — 122
titles 1050 titles titles
Subscription: Subscription: £10,500/$19,950 Subscription:
£2,030/$3,857 Outright:£71,082.29/$126,833.43 | £1,220/$2,318
Outright: Outright:
£11,729.86/$20,932.74 £7,776.18/$13,969.07
History - 1071 Law — 50 titles Medicine, Dentistry
Subscription: Subscription: £500/$950 and Allied Health — 817
£10,710/$20,349 Outright: £4,098.79/$7,198.16 titles
Outright: Subscription:
£66,221.76/$118,264.86 £8,170/$15,523
Outright:
£67,419.92/$122,028.27
Media and Film Arts — 216 titles Physical, Chemical and
Studies — 199 titles Subscription: £2,160/$4,104 Earth Sciences — 237
Subscription: Outright: £14,160.19/$24,903.66 | titles
£1,990/$3,781 Subscription:
Outright: £2,370/%$4,503
£11,657.05/$20,855.25 Outright:
£21,571.34/$37,889.87
Philosophy — 739 titles | Museum and Heritage Studies | Agriculture, Geography
Subscription: — 337 titles and Environmental
£7,390/£14,041 Subscription: £3,370/$6,403 Sciences — 717 titles
Outright: Outright: £23,815.92/$42,711.24 | Subscription:
£47,158.13/$86,456.41 £7,170/$13,623
Outright:
£57,540.51/$102,898.65
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Religion — 341 titles
Subscription:
£3,410/$6,479
Outright:
£22,128.58/$40,391.93

Behavioural Sciences — 852
titles

Subscription: £8,520/$16,188
Outright: £41,152.65/$69,783.36

Computing and
Information
Technology — 147 titles
Subscription:
£1,470/$2,793

Outright:
£8,061.30/$14,229.62

Anthropology — 191
titles

Subscription:
£1,910/$3,629
Outright:
£12,522.59/$22,375.25

Development Studies and
Social Work — 412 titles
Subscription: £4,120/7,828
Outright: £31,174.77/$55,662.70

Bioscience — 489 titles
Subscription:
£4,890/$9,291
Outright:
£40,629.83/$71,557.29

Education — 1366 titles
Subscription:
£13,660/$25,954
Outright:
£91,168.54/$164.000.94

Interdisciplinary Studies — 713
titles

Subscription: £7,130/$13,547
Outright: £52,202.18/$93.005.43

Reference and
Information Sciences —
112 titles

Subscription:
£1,120/$2,128

Outright:
£13,105.88/$22,305.53

Gender Studies — 191
titles

Subscription:
£1,910/$3,629
Outright:
£12,522.59/$22,375.25

Sport, Tourism, Travel and
Leisure — 167 titles
Subscription: £1,670/$3,173
Outright: £12,751.70/$22,882.55

Food Science and
Technology — 66 titles
Subscription:
£660/$1,254

Outright:
£6,485.86/$11,455.83

Number of Titles

Maintenance Fee for Outright Purchase

Up to 250 titles £150
251 to 500 titles £210
501 to 1,000 £365
1,001 to 2,500 £655
2,501 to 5,000 £995
5,001 to 10,000 £1,365
10,001 to 15,000 £1,840
More than 15,001 £2,100

For information on Taylor & Francis eSubscribe Library Services visit:
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/librarians pricinginfo ebooks~db=all
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