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Old Hats and New Balls

Remember the past, play for the present, adapt for the

future was the message at the ICC's Centenary History
Conference, write SHANTANU GUHA RAY and BORIA MAIUMDAR
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W A bain-
soaked after-
NocH, A%
Anuray Caan
guly drowve his
Ew inta the parking bay of
Sr Antony's College in Ox-
ford, UK. to atmend the [nter
matbonal Cricket Council
() Centenary History
Conference, the former In

l:IIiI.'I ol | S T W I:l-!“'hil'au'll'l.l Y

pesky students seeking auto-
graphs. Some even rushed
with paper napkins from the
l::l::l"l!' oL kl.'.l:hl."‘:ll.

Around the sarme time,
Caribbean lepend Clive

I.|n:.'|:| |'|_!|'n'_~r||:. chairman of

thee 10 Cricket Cormrmibess,
was close to a departmental
store where a handiul of
hovisterons stedents mistook
hirn for boxing promiober
[han King. Seconds Later, the
students realised thedr gaffe
and apidogised profusely
Ll merely Bughed,
Those deliterating and
maderating at the three-day
conference found the inci-
dents amusing. To them, it
seerved the two events, one
of a player in denial and one
of a |'||._|':.':_'|' in n:-t_':'.gnil_i-::-n.
redlected |:-|'|:|::|':: of the game
= |.|'.I.' -I..t".-| iII'II\J |.|'.I.' hlll [N £
versions [0 and T20). The
OTEANIzers were trying to
bridge this gap S0 Ll
conservative and radieal
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When Test matches started in 1877,
visions of a batsman lazily walking
across for a single were part of
cricket’s romantic, ethereal charm
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followers of ericket can
share the same bed

I'i:.'-e".'-:-l':.' ¥ rodstick, it’s
probably the workd's most
difficult bridge to buwild. The
cash is coming mastly from
the shortest version of the
garme, thanks to it appeal to
the television viewer. Those
who wish to retain its tradi-
tiomal white lannel chamm
and Mavour (read: the origi-
natess) are in deep thought.

The ather ditfecult chal-
lenge for the contemporary
cricket adminisirator, as Ten
Sports top man Peter Hutton
pointed out, is the fragile na-
bure of the apparent cricket-
tedevizion bonbomie. Hutton
noted alarming Agures that
pl._'-_-:':lrl r.||:i|'|!l.: lor matches
in'l.l:ll'..'ing: national tezms
hebow ratings for the cash
plch Indian Premiber League
[IPL}, & statistic the 100 must
l'.'lZ"I'IIJi.l[ in order to move |.|'I|.'
garme forward.

When Test maich cricket
started in 1877, some things
were taken bor granted, Vi-
sions of a batsman kazily
walking across for a single
which the helding side was

happy to concede while
||'l|" l:'l"':l'u'a'l:. b H |1|.|!i:|'

X slpping beer, were
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part of cricket's romantic,
ethereal charm. It was tailor-
e bor thee retiregd anc the
young who could afford loag
howrs in the maoming and af-
terneon sun.

The 1o still needs cricket
played over five Test days,
but the 540 deliverles
buwbed on most of these
days must encapsulate innu
merable mini-contests, It
I'.I.'Lli"'l L Caler [0 '..III\.' ||'I|.||.:II. n
s and ot the old deck
This is doahble, Oxford Vice
Chancellor lohn Hood zaed,
if the 1o limits Test cricket
to the top Test sides of the
wiwld, teams that will -
wvide intense and passionate
SO pEtiton.

et herein lies the prob-
lerm, Such a solution Bis
against the 100 professed
ideal of globalisation. Mo
wionder K€ Chairman David
Morgan said in his inaugural
speech: “It is tme all erickes-
ing nations most gel n-
valved In this process (o
move the game forward,
even s we use AHE a5 an
opportunity te look back at
the garme's rich history and
honour past greats and
ru-::-::-sn:ls-e' I'I'III.-I"HH!lI'!I‘!H..

1oc ce0 Haroon Lorgat

SOCIETY & LIFESTYLE B



CHICKET

said he drew a lot of courage
trom the packed crowds dur-
ing the recent Ashes series
between England and Aus-
tralia. At the same time, he
insisted that a balance be-
tween the three formats is
the way forward,

Lorgat was candid i say-
ing that 120 has added a new
constituency to the global
ﬁiITHI:' ﬂl1|:| s i.'I T I.I.r.' bt tl'll."
1oc to blend the old and the
new in making sure that the
sport remaing robust and re-
silient. The attendess at the
conference agreed with his
conclusion,

Wihat was good 0 see was
that EVEIVONE, fravm the vel
eran to the new star, agreed
that Test cricket — the base
of the willow game — miast
survive and i still the real
test. Souray Ganguly even
drew attention to the fact
that it is only the established
Test stars who have landead
lucrative 1PL contracts, show-
ing the importance of swc-
oess ak the Test bevel,

uT How does ane en-
Biun: that Test matches

continue to have tak-
ars? This seems a near-im
poasible feat. Former greats
like Bob Wills and Angus
Fraser and Indian legend
Bizhan Hi:ILS_h Besdi HHF\HEI'J ik
is important to get back to
the roote of the garme, while
righting some past wrongs.

AL the wirn of the pwenti-

ath century, finr example,
those powertul in interna-
tional cricket did not show
enouph inititive in develop-
ing cricket tradithons in Ar-
genting and Philadelphia,
both major bases of the
game then. This is because
the Imperial Cricket Confer-

ence, the 1ccs initial incarna-
ticen, consisted of England,
South Africa and Australia
a% s aode members. 115 was
interested as much in play-
ing cricket as in strengthen-
ing the British Empire
Clutside the Empire, Ar-
gentina frst played Interna-
ticnal cricket in 1868,
against Uruguay, whiks an
intermational -::-::-'ranil::l::-n
against Brazll was held in
1828, It would be a fatal mis-
take to repeat cricket’s past
i:ll!'il.lhril:r'. uﬁpﬁ:iu"',.' al a
time when cricket in the
Americas is poised for a
takeoff, a point driven home
by Dreamericket.com oo
foumder Yenu Palaparthi.
For tormer 1cC President
Ehsan Mani, the game's
other challenges are pechaps
rech begger than salving the
Test versus 0Dl riddle or
spreading the game in na-
tions like the United Stages,
China and even Japan. Anad
bigzer, lor that matter, than
determining whether the
big-bang 1P needs to re-
strain itself, Mo one, hon-
estly, is discussing how
Pakistan can still find a way
tiv ket the 0T Wil 'r_.up
and whether the cash-rich
Indian cricket board is try-
ing b behave in & more so-
|.'i.'.||||.1l.' rve-:-;|:-|:-n.'.i|:||t-' FLARNET
MSlani stressed that even
when India and Pakistan
were engaged inoa war over
Fargil, lagmohan Dalmiva
and Manl were still the best
of mates at the 100 tables. [t
was fascinating to hear him
discuss how aclemimist rxlors
on the subcontinent were
able to rmove the 195G
World Cup to India, Pak-
istan and Sri Lanka despite 2
strong challenge from Eng-

World gare rop)
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Tt is important for players to get on
the other side of the fence and
understand what it means to run
the show', says Ganguly

kand and Australia.

That the [0 is serious
abewil lurning a few leves g
evident. It 15 openly encoue-
aging more and more crick-
cters to get imvodved in
befvined-the-soenes strategy,
even in these diferent and
difficult tirmes, sakd Sourav
Ganguly. “It is impartant for
phavers to get on the other
sl of the fence and under-

stand what it means to run
the show?, hee said, "I vou
can handle a team, VO LA
suraly handle the palitles of
cricket management, right?”
The former Indian skip-
per, whio once took pride in
hils milned game and kept the
iconkc Steve Waugh waiting
in the sun before 8 match
toss-up, wanks to tread care-
Fully and cautioushe. After all,
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it is shaping policies for the
game that will wltimately de-
cide whether cricket remains
armong [ndia's biggest
money-spinners. lronkcally,
Ganguly’s panel was apthy ti-
thesd “It's Mot Like 1t Used To
Be — The Changing Game”
That, in many ways, ks the
challenge before the e, as
elucidated by the pame's leg-
ends, historians, statisticians
and administrators (both
past and present) at the de-
lirerations at 5t Antony's,
.I.le'.l." IHH.'H.'HJ. ll'll:':)l.l.&l'l SLHTILE IZ:J
the biggest challenges the
gamie faced in the Bodyline

series that messed the show
between England and Aus-
tralia, and getting South
Africa back into the main-
siream alter the dark du:p: ol
apartheld. Mow, the oo s
poised to spread the game
beyond its 104 membsers and
take it to glorious heighes®
sald David Richards, the first
Ceor o the

Richards, it is interesting
by rkee, D] £3605,000 s his
annual budget and operated
with a team of five employ-
ees, The number of 10C em-
plovess bas now swelled to
170 and it has a budget of a

few billksn pounds.
Kichards tound instant
SUpOrt from I_.-:_I-Tga'r. whin
felt that while it was o
tant to remain connected
with the game through
strong emotional and histor-
ical links, ivis also important
to undarstand wheat the
pame needs to sustain its
growth, “More important
t|1il11 HI:"H il1£ I'.HII:L: Ec) '..I'.E'!
roods is to strengthen the
roods in newer and more in-
novative ways so that the
E'L'II'IIE' [t ] EII.IIJ:I'i!’ih.r I'll.' !'H]i.d..
This was perhaps a hint to
the irrevocable Bedi, whio

di!’iilsﬂﬂ'!!i with the |:']1=|n5¢'.'\.
that are sweeping the mod-
ern version of the game. He
said specifically that it s
time those whio run the
hw [le, the poc) step b
with some sort of corrective
THASLInES,

The kegendary spinner
was overtly critical when he
said the much-hyped dossng,
which Muralitharan and
others have progagated
acrogs the world, |5 illegii-
rmate, “Its like having a sec-
ond wife through illegal
means | wonder what is this
doasra all about. Why are we

allowving the basics to be
tampered with?” asked Bedi
oy somie agreement,

HRCMUGHOUT THE Con-
ference’s analysis of
cricket history, most

speakers attempred to show
howw knowlng the game's
heritage could offer usable
knowledze for national and

Says Bedi of doosra: It's like having
a second wife through illegal means.
Why are we allowing the basics to
be tampered with?

inter pational admindstrators
in meeting contermporary
challenges. The best thing
aboaut the conberence was
that it wasa lorum where
critical views were aired
without apprehension,

The conference explored
key episodes such as the
Facker era and discussed the
social construction of the
gami: through the media,
wilh special regand to class,
race, pender and mationality.
Arnong the panels that stood
QUL WS IR 0N WIHTIED S
cricket, its development and
its expansion. Rachad Hey-
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hoe-Flint, who lifted the in-
augural women's Workd Cup
in 1974, was present, as wiell
as current England captain
Charloite Edwards and her
teammate Ebony Rainford-
Brent, whe helped England
win this vears T20 Workd
Cup and the Ashes.

In the end, Mongan and
the b0 cam take much en-

'::I:ll.l.l'ul.ﬁl:"l.'l'll:':l'l.‘i rI'III.TI il WK
derfully suecezcful
conference, The History
Conference, which the 1 is
T ||.||.|ki|:|5 L Frake @ friiire
regular event on the world
cricket calendar, was cer-
tainly an oocasion to ne-
member and 3 highlight of
the K0 centenary vear.

W hibe reflecting on the
past, the participants reaf-
frmesd tht the garme contine
wes o provide the basis for
consuming passions, lifelong
fricndships and the promo-
tion of greater global cul-
tural understanding. L
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