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Over the past 50 years, music and technology have forged such a strong connection that all
aspects of the economic chain, from production to distribution and consumption, have become
digital. Music has become a major e-commerce commodity, paving the way for new business
models and innovative applications in mobile technology and many other fields. In this context,
what was once known as “computer music” has now become the Sound and Music Computing
field.

So far, a number of fast-moving sciences ranging from signal processing to experimental
psychology, from acoustics to cognitive musicology, have tapped the music arena here or there.
What was missing in the research literature to date was a reflection over the future of the
discipline. In science, the appropriate tool for such a reflection often translates directly into a
scientific roadmapping effort: an assessment of where science is going, what the active scientific
research community thinks will be feasible, and what is beyond our reach.The emerging research
topics  have lead to several more-or-less encompassing roadmapping projects, some of which we
attempt to account for in this special issue.
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