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GUIDELINES FOR BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Human Dimensions of Wildlife will accept both solicited and unsolicited book reviews for 
publication. Book reviews are intended to: (a) inform human dimensions professionals of 
scholarly publications that may be of interest; (b) provide a brief evaluation of a book’s 
relevance, content, and how it adds to the existing literature; and (c) examine a particular area 
within the human dimensions discipline by exploring publications from several sources and 
viewpoints. 

Appropriate books for review will include publications addressing issues relevant to research, 
theory, education, and applications in human dimensions of fish and wildlife management. 
Although reviews will primarily be solicited by the Book Review Editor, individuals may submit 
a one page proposal or an actual book review to be considered for acceptance. Individuals are 
encouraged to contact the editors for topic approval before beginning a review, especially for 
reviews covering several works. Reviewers may receive a complimentary copy of the book 
reviewed. Once a topic is approved, the reviewer is expected to complete the review within two 
to three months. Reviews may be either a thorough evaluation of one book or a review of a 
theoretical topic area covering two or more books. Reviews concerning more recent publications 
will be given preference. Book publishers may submit books relevant to HDW for consideration 
with the understanding that they may or may not be reviewed. Publishers will not be given a 
copy of the review before it is published and unsolicited books will not be returned. 

Book reviewers should maintain high standards of writing excellence, although reviews are not 
peer reviewed. The review reflects more upon the reviewer than the book’s author. While 
acknowledging that reviews are subjective, reviewers should attempt to substantiate their review 
comments with specific references and comparisons. Reviewers should provide a synopsis of the 
author’s viewpoint, especially if different from that of the reviewer. All reviews should include: 

a. brief overview of the book’s content and overall purpose;  

b. its relevance to and implications for the human dimensions discipline;  

c. its place among other books addressing the same topic area and how it adds to the 
existing literature; and  

d. whether or not the author succeeds in accomplishing the purposes of the book.  

Reviews including two or more books should address how the books compare to each other, or 
how they build on or complement each other. Reviewers should concern themselves with the 
information in the book(s) rather than their own subject knowledge, although adequate 
knowledge regarding the topic is absolutely essential in producing a good review. Book reviews 
should be clearly and creatively written, as well as informative. 

Book reviews should conform to American Psychological Association Style and be no longer 
than 3 double-spaced pages in a 12 pt font such as Times New Roman, with margins of at least 1 
inch. Reviews may be edited as necessary for form and clarity. Information about the book’s 
publication should be complete, including author(s), full title, date and place of publication, 
publisher, number of pages, and ISBN. Cost will not be reported. 



Book Review Submission 

Human Dimensions of Wildlife receives all manuscript submissions (including Book Reviews) 
electronically via the Manuscript Central website located at: 

http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/uhdw 
Please follow these instructions when submitting a book review: 

1) Launch your web browser (Internet Explorer 5 or higher or Netscape 6 or higher) and go to 
the Manuscript Central homepage (http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/uhdw). 

2) Log-in or click the “Create Account” option (if first-time user of Manuscript Central).  
To create a new account: 

a. Click on “Create Account,” enter your name and e-mail information, and click “Next.” 
Your e-mail information is important. 

b. Enter your institution and address information when prompted and click “Next.” 

c. Enter a user ID and password of your choice (we recommend your e-mail address as user 
ID), select your area of expertise, and click “Finish.” 

d. Log-in and select “Author Center.” 

3) Submit your book review: 

a. After logging in, click “Submit a Manuscript” in the menu bar. 

b. Enter data and answer questions when prompted. 

c. Click “Next” on each screen to save your work and advance to the next screen. 

d. Your will be prompted to upload your files. 

e. Click “Browse” and locate the file(s) on your computer. 

f. Select the description of the file in the drop down menu next to “Browse.” 

g. When you have uploaded all necessary files, click “Upload.” 

h. Review your submission (in both PDF and HTML formats) before sending to the Editors. 

i. Click “Submit” when finished reviewing. 

After submission, you will receive an e-mail confirmation. You can also log-on to Manuscript 
Central any time to check the status of your book review. You will receive an e-mail after a 
decision has been made about your book review. 
 


