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GUEST EDITOR: LUKE GARTLAN

This special issue of History of Photography contributes to a field of study that has
received much recent critical and archival attention: photography in nineteenth century
Japan. Although there have been several efforts to present an account of this history,
the diversity and ubiquity of the medium throughout the Japanese islands during this
period belies any cohesive narrative of historical developments.

This issue presents six detailed studies that emphasise some notable aspects of
nineteenth-century Japanese photography. It is the contributors’ shared intention to
promote a greater critical engagement with this subject that will open new avenues of
investigation, question orthodox approaches and promote novel conceptual strategies
both toward the history of photography and modern Japanese visual culture. These
essays represent the work of an emerging generation of scholars eager to promote
a rapprochement between the history of photography and Japanese visual studies.

Articles Included in this Special Issue

Photography and the Prussian Expedition to Japan,
1860-61
Sebastian Dobson

Studio Practices in Early Japanese Photography:
The Tomishige Archive
Karen Fraser

Samuel Cocking and the Rise of Nineteenth-Century
Japanese Photography
Luke Gartlan

The Emperor’'s New Clothes: Japanese Visuality and
Imperial Portrait Photography
Mikiko Hirayama

Expeditionary Photographs of the Ogasawara Islands,
1875-76
David R. Odo

Selling Japan:
Kusakabe Kimbei's Image of Japanese Women
Mio Wakita

Nineteenth-Century Photography in Japan:
A Bibliography, 2000-2008
Sebastian Dobson and Luke Gartlan

Reviews
Jordan Bear . Danie‘le Me aux . Jan Baetens

Order Your Copy

You can purchase a single, print copy of this special issue for £15/$30/€24.

Simply complete the order form over the page or fill in the order form on the History of Photography website at:
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