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This special issue of Women & Performance looks at two critical approaches that are often seen at 
odds. Psychoanalytic theory in its strictest articulations has little use for the category of affect and 
affect studies is often articulated as a critique of traditional psychoanalytic approaches to cultural 
analysis. This issue brings together scholars fi rmly located within both camps and some who 
shuttle between critical paradigms to perform a critical theory that is “between” psychoanalysis 
and affect studies. 

This interdisciplinary volume represents a new mode of performance studies research which 
displaces the primacy of the live object of performance and instead focuses on the performativity 
of different critical approaches to social theory. The issues contributors hail from various fi elds, 
including Literature, Sociology, Religious Studies, History, Ethnic Studies and Women’s 
Studies. Many of the critical approaches included draw not only on performance theory but 
also post-colonial studies, queer theory and feminism. Topics of analysis include: US Latino 
epidemiology, current outbreaks of phantom limb syndrome in today’s veterans, the emotional 

politics of economic depression in 1970s cinema, the convergence of religious and secular feelings, 
a proposal for perverse happiness as an ethical response to the state, the queer politics of intimacy, the risks and necessity 
of hopefulness within a political situation predicated on hopelessness, the relation of ordinariness to the event, “enactive 
witnessing” and trauma studies, questions of disability and bodily capacity and historical intersections between proto-punk 
style and anarchist politics. The volume’s table of content features the work of scholars currently making some of the most 
timely and relevant contributions to social and cultural critique. 

From surface to depth, between psychoanalysis and affect 
José Esteban Muñoz 
 
The life of the undead: Biopower, Latino anxiety and the 
epidemiological paradox 
Antonio Viego 

Refl ections on sessions early in an analysis: Trauma, affect 
and “enactive witnessing” 
Patricia Ticineto Clough 

Prognosis time: Towards a geopolitics of affect, debility and 
capacity 
Jasbir K. Puar 

Unfi nished situations 
Tavia Nyong’o 

Feeling secular 
Ann Pellegrini

Stagfl ation, virtuosity and other ambivalences 
John Andrews

The economics of fear, the politics of hope, and the perversity 
of happiness 
Janet R. Jakobsen 

Causalgia of the heart: Phantom limb syndrome, disability 
and queer feeling 
H. N. Lukes 

By the light of what comes after: Eventologies of the ordinary 
Shane Vogel 

Neither monstrous nor pastoral, but scary and sweet: Some 
thoughts on sex and emotional performance in Intimacies 
and What Do Gay Men Want? 
Lauren Berlant

Hope and hopelessness: A dialogue 
Lisa Duggan; José Esteban Muñoz

Content from this Issue Includes

Between Psychoanalysis and Affect: A Public Feelings Project 
Edited by José Esteban Muñoz 
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