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Ships distil social relations at the same time as they carry ideological, political and economic 
cargo across the seas. This special issue of the South African Historical Journal gathers 
essays by nine scholars concerned to explore the multiple and contesting ways in which 
sea-voyages have been narrated. The stories told – of exploration, conquest, mutiny, 
convalescence, imperial pageantry and calamitous shipwreck – all express the hopes, 
priorities and anxieties of particular constituencies. Recounting and analysing these stories 
demonstrates the emergence and passage of transnational histories: of imperialism, subaltern 
dissent, and the ways in which sailors and voyagers have insinuated their priorities through 
their representations. The collection, which develops endeavours to historicise the ocean, 
represents a signifi cant counterpoint to landlocked historiography.
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