
This special issue of Ethnopolitics takes the tenth anniversary of the signing of a peace Agreement in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, on Good Friday 10 April 1998, as an opportunity to reflect on, and assess, developments in Northern Ireland since
the Agreement.

The introductory article places the Agreement in social and historical context and outlines some of the responses to the
Agreement from political actors and some of the changes in Northern Irish society more broadly since the signing of it. The
first two articles in this collection look at the political parties in Northern Ireland and the Agreement, whilst the second pair
examine civil society organizations and peace-building, with particular reference to the relationship between the European
Union’s Peace and Reconciliation Funding and the activity of civil society organizations. Other topics covered include: the
political economy of Northern Ireland; the reform of policing in Northern Ireland; the three different aspects of criminal
justice in Northern Ireland since the signing of the Agreement and loyalist paramilitary violence during the peace process,
and since the signing of the Agreement.

Guest Editor:
Chris Gilligan, Aston University, UK

SPECIAL ISSUE: Volume 7, Issue 1, 2008

Ethnopolitics
Northern Ireland 10 years after the Agreement

(De)Legitimising the Agreement: a comparative study of the
discursive legitimation of the Agreement by the four main
Northern Irish political parties over time
Laura Filardo, Universidad de Vallodolid, Spain

Ethnic outbidding and party modernisation: understanding
the Democratic Unionist Party's electoral success in the
post-Agreement environment
Cathy Gormley-Heenan, University of Ulster, UK and
Roger MacGinty, University of York, UK

Peace building and participation in Northern Ireland: local
social movements and the policy process since the 'Good
Friday'  Agreement
Nicholas Acheson, University of Ulster, UK and
Carl Milofsky, Bucknell University, USA

Escaping the cage of ethno-national conflict in Northern
Ireland? The importance of transnational networks
Liam O'Dowd and Cathal McCall, both at Queen's
University Belfast, UK

Articles
How has peace changed the Northern Irish political
economy?
Denis O'Hearn, Binghamton University, USA  and Queen's
University Belfast, UK

The changing housing system in Northern Ireland, 1998-
2008
Chris Paris, University of Ulster, UK

Post-conflict transformation: the process of institutional
legitimation of the police in Northern Ireland
Jane Gordon, Kingston University, UK

Loyalist paramilitary violence after the Belfast Agreement
Christina Steenkamp, Stellenbosch University, South
Africa

Truth, justice and dealing with the legacy of the past in
Northern Ireland, 1998-2008
Patricia Lundy, University of Ulster, UK and
Mark McGovern, Edge Hill University, UK

Ethnopolitics

Editors:  Stefan Wolff, University of Nottingham, UK and Karl Cordell, University of Plymouth, UK

Ethnopolitics is an authoritative peer-reviewed journal that establishes a forum for serious debate and exchange on one of the phenomena that
had a decisive impact during the last decades of the 20th century and continues to be of great importance in the new millenium.

Ethnopolitics maintains a fair balance between theoretical analyses and case studies both of comparative as well as singular nature, covering
all geographic areas. The major focus is on the analysis, management, settlement, and prevention of ethnic conflicts, on minority rights, group
identity, the intersection of identity group formations and politics, on minority and majority nationalisms in the context of transitions to democracy,
and on the security and stability of states and regions as they are affected by any of the above issues.
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