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This special issue examines some of the major changes
that have taken place over the last 40 years in the economy,
social structure, housing markets and physical character of
the inner areas of London and Melbourne. The articles arise
from a joint Monash University–King’s College London
symposium. Although the two cities are very different in
terms of their size and global economic position they have
historically shared many economic, social and cultural ties.
In recent years, the two cities have been subject to similar

processes of change in terms of deindustrialisation and the growth of a large financial
and business services sector. These changes have had relatively similar impacts in
terms of the transformation of the cities’ occupational class structure which has led to
major changes in land use.
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