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As JMMD enters its fourth decade, it is a pleasure to be able to report that the journal continues to thrive, 
with a healthy subscription list and a vibrant set of contributors.  Article submissions steadily increase, and the 
breadth of our coverage is greater than that of many other journals. The very title suggests a wide remit, and 
a glance at most issues will reveal the geographical and scholarly scope represented in our pages.  Yet it would 
be quite wrong to imagine that there are no strong central threads running through them.  The most general 
of these can be thought of as ‘macro-level’ studies in the social life of language.  More specifically, the work 
published in JMMD typically involves aspects of the sociology and the politics of language and culture. Varied 
as these and other ramifications appear to be, they can still find themselves under the common heading of 
the ‘social life of language’.  I would suggest, furthermore, that the essence of this has to do, above all, with 
matters of identity.  Considered in this way, the variety illustrated in the pages of JMMD can be seen as the 
underpinning of one of the most central of all human ‘threads’. 

The journal has gone from strength to strength and now, as part of the large Taylor and Francis publishing 
consortium, we may expect its presence and its impact to become even more salient. I am confident that 
JMMD has been – and will continue to be – a cross disciplinary journal for researchers from many scholarly 
and geographical backgrounds, united in their interest in the social life of language.
John Edwards, Editor, Journal of Multilingual & Multicultural Development, March 2010

The following articles were selected by the editor to represent the aims and scope of the journal. Click on 
each title to read the article online. 
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