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The European construction sector is among most dangerous 
 
In the current edition of Construction Management and Economics, Søren Spangenberg, Harald 
Hannerz and Finn Tüschen of the Danish National Institute of Occupational Health, examine the 
frequency of accidents that lead to hospitalization. 
 
Their research reveals that the construction sector continues to be one of the most injury-prone 
industrial sectors in Europe.  The development of a trans-European transportation network 
presents numerous challenges in preventing injuries.   Spangenberg, Hannerz and Tüchsen have 
compared hospitalizing injuries among workers engaged in the construction of different types of 
major tunnel and bridge traffic links.  They show a big variation in hospitalization injury rates 
with different types of construction.  While tunnel workers face poison gases, other workers 
suffer head injuries.  The EU-directive on environmental impact assessment in pre-project 
decisions has lead to increased environmental protection and awareness.  However, the high 
hospitalization injury rates and the big variation with construction type both provide an argument 
to also include an occupational risk assessment in the pre-project decision making process in 
order to increase worker safety. 

 
Full details can be found in the current issue of Construction Management and Economics, 
Volume 23 Number 3, published by Taylor and Francis. 
 
 
For further details regarding the research, contact Mr Søren Spangenberg, National Institute of 
Occupational Health, Lersø Parkallé 105, DK-2100, Copenhagen, Denmark, Tel +45-3916 5200, 
Email ssp@ami.dk  
 
For further details regarding articles in the journal Construction Management and Economics, 
contact Dr Will Hughes, Editor, Dept Construction Management & Engineering, University of 
Reading, PO Box 219, Reading, RG6 6AW, UK, Tel 0118-931 8201, Fax 0118-931 3856,  
Email: w.p.hughes@reading.ac.uk  
 
For further information about subscriptions contact Nicola McArthur, 4 Park Square, Milton Park, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 4RN, UK  Email: Nicola.mcarthur@tandf.co.uk or see their                
web-site www.tandf.co.uk. 
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