Hearts and Minds? British Counterinsurgency from Malaya to Iraq

Counterinsurgency has become a 'hot topic' because of the British and US
military's involvement in Afghanistan and Iraq. The two militaries, however,
have approached counterinsurgency from different perspectives. The British
Army drawing on its apparently successful experiences in Malaya and
Northern Ireland advocates a less coercive, 'hearts and minds' model of
counterinsurgency. This contrasts with the more conventional warfare
approach of the US military. The difference in the approaches of the two
militaries to counterinsurgency has created tensions between them in both
Irag and Afghanistan. This prompted the then head of the British Army,
General Sir Mike Jackson, in April 2004, to distance himself from the US
approach in Iraqg, "We must be able to fight with the Americans. That does
not mean we must be able to fight as the Americans".

General David Petraeus was influenced by British counterinsurgency
thinking when developing the US Army and Marine Corp's
Counterinsurgency Field Manual 2006 which marked a shift away from the
conventional approach. Since then, however, the US has become more
critical of the British approach to counterinsurgency in both Afghanistan and
Iraq, leading to what was described as 'a minor crisis in Anglo-American
military relations' (Daily Telegraph, 20 August 2007). Sir Jock Stirrup, the
Chief of the Defence Staff, accepted that Britain had become 'too
complacent' and 'smug' about its experiences in Northern Ireland and
Bosnia.

The special issue of The Journal of Strategic Studies: 'Hearts and
Minds? British Counterinsurgency from Malaya to Iraq' edited by Paul
Dixon, Kingston University, UK is out now and available to buy at the
special issue price of £10/US$20.

Click here to access Paul Dixon's article free online:
www.informaworld.com/10.1080/01402390902928172

Kingston University

With more than 22,000 students, Kingston University is the largest provider
of higher education in South West London, offering an extensive range of
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes both in the United Kingdom
and overseas. The University is renowned for teaching excellence, has
established itself as a growing force in research and is widely respected as
a pioneer in e-learning. Click here for more information:
www.kingston.ac.uk/

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The field of strategic studies has never been of greater significance than it
is today. Since the first issue in 1978, The Journal of Strategic Studies
has taken a lead in promoting fresh thinking in the field among practitioners
and academics alike. The editors welcome articles that challenge our
historical understanding of man's efforts to achieve political ends through
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the application of military and diplomatic means.
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