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American Geography and International Research: A Sustainable-Development Agenda |
William B. Wood

Over the past one hundred years, the world has undergone dramatic change physically, economically, culturally,
demographically, and politically. Many societies have experienced some form of “globalization” at the expense
of valued local traditions. Some economies have adapted quickly to the technology-intensive “information
age,” while others flounder with growing underemployment and declining agricultural productivity. The world’s
population has trebled (from about 2 to over 6 billion), with continued growth concentrated in the poorest
regions, where income-generating opportunities are rare and resource-access inequities are common.

During this period, the world geo-political map has been redrawn several times, from one dominated by
Europe-controlled colonies to one where the United Nations now boasts 191 independent member states,

the latest being Switzerland.

Read the full article here
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We assessed the likely future demand for geography teachers at the precollegiate level th survey o
Geography Alliance Coordinators about teacher certification requirements and the onm

in their respective states. We speculated on how the kinds of jobs geographe cted by cﬁ@j L-
now underway in the national and global economies. And finally, we conducted a small telephone survey of

AAG corporate sponsors to determine how future business trends will affect the demand for geographers.

Read the full article here

Skills in Professional Geography: An Assessment of Workforce Needs and Expectations
Michael Solem, Ivan Cheung and M. Beth Schlemper

This study compares the skills of professional geographers and the needs of employer organizations across
major sectors of the U.S. workforce. Following a series of focus groups, two surveys were developed to explore:

(1) the extent to which specific skills were performed by geographers in different professional positions, and
(2) the value of and anticipated demand for those skills from the perspective of employers.

Overall, respondents in the focus groups and both surveys emphasized the need for general skills ranging

from time management and writing ability to information management and computer literacy. Employers also
cited many geographic skills as being vital for enhancing the work of professionals in all types of organizations.
Competency in field methods, the ability to work across disciplinary boundaries, and spatial thinking were three
skill areas that characterized the work of geographic professionals irrespective of specialty.

Read the full article here


http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a791075655&fulltext=713240928
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a791075655&fulltext=713240928
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all~content=a788961792~frm=abslink?words=employment|trends|geography|part|future|demand|conditions&hash=2198089475
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all~content=a788961792~frm=abslink?words=employment|trends|geography|part|future|demand|conditions&hash=2198089475
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a793446771&fulltext=713240928
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a793446771&fulltext=713240928

Special Virtual Issue

: artici ation
&, LW
er ecialty gr@&;ﬂyf
has doubled since their inception in 1978, and geographic information science (GIS) n ccupies a prominent
position within the discipline. Challenges in the coming years include increasing the diversity in geography,
reducing the turnover in AAG membership, preparing for the imminent retirement of a large cohort of
baby-boom geographers, and reconnecting with nonacademic geographers.

Read the full article here

Geography Education: The Glass Is Half Full and It’s Getting Fuller
Robert S. Bednarz and Sarah Witham Bednarz

This article examines the recent progress of geography education as an academic subfield of geography and as
an area of activity in K-12 education. Challenges to both endeavors are described. A restructuring of geography
education’s research program that focuses on spatial thinking and reasoning and merges applied and theoretical
research is proposed.

Read the full article here
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framework; and (3) 3D-VQGIS as the GIS- based computer—alded quallta‘uve data ana nent go‘;
example based on a study of the lives of the Muslim women in Columbus, Ohio, after 1’1‘5 ember 2 |:151d£.l
to illustrate the approach.

Read the full article here

Theorizing and Researching Intersectionality: A Challenge for Feminist Geography
Gill Valentine

This article focuses on the concept of intersectionality, which is being used within the wider social sciences by
feminists to theorize the relationship between different social categories: gender, race, sexuality, and so forth.
Although research within the field of feminist geography has explored particular interconnections such as those
between gender and race, the theoretical concept of intersectionality as debated in the wider social sciences
has not been addressed. This article attempts to respond to that omission. It begins by tracing the emergence
of debates about the interconnections between gender and other identities. It goes on to reflect on attempts

to map geometries of oppressions. The emphasis then moves from theorizing intersectionality to questioning
how it can be researched in practice by presenting a case study to illustrate intersectionality as lived experience.
The conclusion demonstrates the contribution that feminist geography can make to advance the theorization of
intersectionality through its appreciation of the significance of space in processes of subject formation. It calls for
feminist geography to pay more attention to questions of power and social inequalities.

Read the full article here
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have been used to support sustainability efforts, but their use has not been widely eva orking fro 0
participation GIS (PPGIS) framework that recognizes the powerful influence of da n this LH."”‘
focus groups to evaluate how well these tools address three criteria that have er .the I|terauui_b
engagement in sustainability: interdependency across systems, reflexivity about perso al and's'UtTa'I'd'e_u§l'd'rrm

and interactions across spatial scales. Whereas the atlas remains advantageous for discussing local spatial speuﬁcs, \‘
it was found that the ecological footprint helped people see the interconnections among systems, integrate local

and global aspects of sustainability, and reflect on the values and assumptions underlying current social and

economic structures.

Read the full article here


http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a788794854&fulltext=713240928
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a788794854&fulltext=713240928
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/section?content=a788794854&fulltext=713240928
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00330120903404892
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00330120903404892

