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The roots of disjunctivism lie in the theory of perception. In the early 1980s, John
McDowell and Paul Snowdon (influenced by work from Michael Hinton from the late
1960s) suggested a new strategy to resist the argument from illusion: the so-called
disjunctive account of perceptual experience. In contrast to the traditional view according
to which experiences are considered as common mental elements in perceptions,
illusions, hallucinations, etc., according to this suggestion the concept of experience
should be seen as essentially disjunctive, encompassing (at least) two distinct kinds of
mental states, namely genuinely world-involving perceptions and mere appearances.
Thus, to say that someone has an experience that p is to say that she either perceives
that p or that it merely appears to her as if p. In recent years, this idea has gained
considerable influence in the theory of perception and perceptual knowledge. Moreover, it
has found applications in other fields such as action theory, philosophy of mind and the
theory of emotions. On the other hand, there have been various kinds of criticism of
disjunctivist theories, both directed at the idea in general and at its specific versions and
applications.

In this special issue of Philosophical Explorations we are looking for papers on
disjunctivism, both constructive and critical ones, in the philosophy of mind and action, as
well as in neighboring areas such as the epistemology of perception. The issue will
appear in September 2010 and will include three to four invited papers (including papers
by John McDowell and Hartry Field) plus three to four contributions selected from the
papers submitted in response to this open call for papers.

Submission Details: We are looking for original articles from 7000 - 10000 words in

length.

Deadline for submissions: 1 February 2010.

Please submit your paper through Manuscript Central, the online submission system of
Philosophical Explorations, and indicate that you intend to submit it for the special
issue: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rpex

We guarantee a quick reviewing process for the submissions for this special issue.

Contributions that do not make it to the special issue may be considered for publication
in one of the regular issues of Philosophical Explorations.

For more information contact the editor: Marcus Willaschek
(Willaschek@em.-unifrankfurt.de)
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