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Mobility, both within and beyond borders, has become an increasingly prominent theme 

in domestic and international debates. Proponents of migration state that mobility is a 

fundamental capability whose expansion can significantly raise the freedoms of 

individual migrants and their families. At the same time, due to the scale, mobility can 

pose a challenge to the destination community in terms of accommodating the needs and 

rights of immigrants and in stimulating their inclusion and contribution to the 

destination/host society. Mobility is also associated with concerns for job security in 

destination communities and brain drain and rising inequality in source areas. In light of 

the current financial crisis, there have been signs that migrants’ opportunities will be 

further constrained. 

 

The Journal of Human Development and Capabilities is calling for papers presenting 

scholarly analysis of the relationship between mobility and human development, to be 

considered for inclusion in a thematic issue. The contributions should address one of the 

following sub-themes:  

 

1.    How should we think about human movement within the capabilities approach? 

Should mobility be conceptualized as a capability in itself, or is its value mainly derived 

from its instrumental role in raising other dimensions of human development. 

 

2.    Is mobility a right or privilege? What would be the appropriate conceptual 

framework to think of human mobility? 

 

3.    How has mobility shaped human history? What are the drivers and the long-term 

patterns of migration? 

 

4.    What are the impacts of migration on the human capabilities of migrants and their 

families? How do source and host areas fare? 

 

5.    How could policies and institutions enhance the benefits of movement, within and/or 

beyond borders, and limit the risks and vulnerabilities associated with it? 

 

6.    What are issues pertaining to the exercise of ‘citizenship’ (and inclusion) at origin 

and destination. 

 

Researchers from all disciplines of social sciences are invited to submit papers (no more 

than 8,000 words). The deadline for submissions has been extended to April 24, 2009. 

Manuscripts should be submitted through our on-line submission and review system:  

Manuscript Central.  

 

To generate an account, please go to http://mc.ManuscriptCentral.com/cjhd and select 

the "create account" box on the top right hand side of the log-in page. 

 


