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•All applications are logged by the Editorial Assistant 
•Author identities are not divulged to anyone other than the Editor in Chief (and the Editorial Assistant) 
•We select an international panel of referees from at least two countries 
•We endeavour to deal with papers as quickly as possible.  However, authors must be aware that public holidays, annual leave and 
reviewers work commitments sometimes lead to a delay 
•Where we have conflicting reports from reviewers this is discussed thoroughly between members of the Editorial Team, (the Editor in 
Chief and two General Editors), and if necessary, the paper is sent out to a fourth reviewer for comment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Author submits paper to 
Editorial Office 

Paper put out to review 
by three referees 

Reviewers’ comments 
considered by Editorial 

Team and Final 
decision communicated 
to author within further 

60 working days 

Author submits revised 
paper to Editorial Office

Paper put out to same 
three reviewers 

Reviewers comments 
considered by Editorial 
Team and final decision 

communicated to 
author within 40 days

Acceptance of paper 
and issuing of copyright 

agreement

Paper sent to Copy 
Editor and Typesetter 
and returned to author 
within 30 working days

Final proofs accepted

Paper for non-refereed 
section to Reviews Editor

Paper rejected as 
unsuitable

Ongoing collaboration with 
author – usually up to 120 

working days

Reviews Editor and Editor 
in Chief make final decisionPaper rejected 

as unacceptable 

Editor in Chief provides initial response after consultation 
with General Editors within 20 working days

Publication within 12 
months of acceptance
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