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INFORMATION FOR BOOK REVIEWERS 

 

• Book reviews should not exceed the word length specified in the request to 
review. (Longer review articles may sometimes be considered, but this requires 
prior consultation with the editor and book review editor.) In some cases short 
book notes (‘Briefly noted’) may be appropriate. 

• Please submit your review by email to the Review Editor, 
budy.resosudarmo@anu.edu.au, cc liz.drysdale@anu.edu.au. 

• Use the Oxford Dictionary as the primary spelling reference, but prefer s spellings, 
e.g. organisation, recognised, decentralise. Use single quotation marks. 

• Avoid footnotes and citations unless they are absolutely necessary. 

• Provide full publication details at the beginning of the review (see examples 
below). The BIES editorial office will supply the price if you do not have it. 

Peter Boomgard and David Henley (eds) (2004) Smallholders and Stockbreeders:  
Histories of Foodcrop and Livestock Farming in Southeast Asia, KITLV Press, Leiden,  

pp. vii + 344. Paper: 30. 

• Give your name and current affiliation (department and university) at the end of 
the review. 

• What a review should generally attempt to do: 

1 Say briefly what the book is about and where it fits into the literature on its 
subject area. 
 
2 Describe the contents of the book. It is important that this outline covers 
(however briefly) the whole of the book, though your review may go on to 
emphasise the part(s) you consider most relevant to BIES readers. 
 
3 If appropriate, discuss what ‘line’ or position the work takes and where this 
fits into debates in the literature. 
 
4 Assess how well the book does what it sets out to do, e.g. how well the case is 
argued; how well the material is organised and presented. Feel free to say 
whether or not you recommend the book to BIES readers, and why. 
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